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Director’s Report by Jim Lovell 

I am often telling you all how busy 
we have been here at TACO 
when I write these articles. Well 
this past 3 months are no excep-
tion. Some of you have  com-
mented that you would expect us 
to be busy especially with all 
there is to do around here…  I 
would agree. We are never at a 
loss for what to do.  This time 
though it is not just TACO that 
has been busy, our friends and 
supporters perhaps even you 
have been working our behalf. 
 
Since our last TACO Times; we 
have had a Rummage Sale held for 
us, a fall fundraiser, Bread Upon 
the Waters, a teen concert and 
clothing drive put on by a Girl 
Scout, a second Empty Bowls 
event, and two food drives!  We 
are indeed blessed. Thank you to 
all who created, supported, at-
tended, gave and prayed for us. 

www.tacosd.org 

At the end of October, there 
were 160 families searching for 
shelter, waiting desperately for 
shelter beds. In order to make up 
this number, they needed to con-
sistently show up at St. Vincent 
de Paul’s to stay on the list. These 
are not families that come one 
week and then skip. There was an 
8 to 10 week waiting list for sin-
gle men and a 10-week list for 
single women. 

It is not unusual for a person on 
disability to pay $800 of their 
monthly disability check towards 
their rent of an 8x10 room, leav-
ing about $130 for all other 
needs. 
 
In the past two years 195 people 
have be helped off of the street 
using a Housing First model.  This 
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Arms Outstretched 2012 

 
Arms Outstretched members 
support TACO by donating $365 
or more over the course of a 
year. 
 
John and Katherine Adler 
George S. Bassett, M.D. 
David and Lois Case 
Jean-Claude and Rebecca 

Chamaa 
ChasRo Enterprises 
Alan and Joyce Comstock 
Betty and Joseph Corsi 
Randy Engel 
Mary Erlenborn and Tom 

Templeton 
James and Ruth Gibbons 
Samuel Green 
Kathleen Harrington 
Steven and Carol Hassett 
Richard Hostin 
Frank Jessie 
Brenda Johnson 
Chris Justice 
Robert and Donamay King 
Mickey Lester 
Pastor Laurie Line 
Rachel Line 
Steven Mather 
Steven Moreen 
Elizabeth Moss 
George Nakashima 
Laverne Neuman 
Jeannie Oestreicher 
Pastor Bill and Martha Radatz 
Diana Randall 
Robert and Gretchen Raven-

scroft 
Mark and Laure Reynolds 
Peggy and Carl Ross 
Mary Jane Setterlund 
Donald Snowden 
Pastor Andrew Taylor 
Mickey and Stephanie Wade 
Kristin Westerman and Linda 

Bright 
John Wilbur 
Victoria Wilson 

 
 
 
 

On September 22nd, more than 
160 guests celebrated the work 
of TACO at the Southwestern 
Yacht Club—the largest atten-
dance TACO has seen in seven 
years of fall fundraisers. Between 
auctions, ticket sales and spon-
sorships we also set a record for 
the amount of money raised—
over $24,000! 
 
TACO has come to rely on the 
funding generated by these events 
to keep our doors open and pro-
vide crucial services to our 
neighbors in downtown San 
Diego, and we would like to 
thank our donors, volunteers, 
sponsors, and organizers for mak-
ing this night possible. 

Bread Upon the Waters Raises Over $24,000 
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Director’s Report continued from page one 

We asked----and boy did we receive! Four 
storage units full! A week-end crew 
worked on Saturdays throughout June and 
July to sort, clean, price and pack the gen-
erous donations. Tuesday before the sale, 
our moving crew arrived and sweated 
through the heat to empty the units and 
pack up five pick-ups, a van, and one 
trailer for multiple trips to St Andrew’s 
Lutheran Church, the site of our sale. 
 
For the next three and a half days, a 
whole flock of angels/volunteers worked 
to unpack and set up those donations, as 
well as sort and price the constant flow of 
new items that arrived at the church 
throughout the week. In addition to filling 
up the Community Center at St Andrew’s, 
the Pre-school room was turned into a 

Homeless Treasures Success! 

“Boutique” with many unusual and vintage 
items, and the patio filled with furniture, 
sports equipment and plants. 
 
The day of the sale, the line of expectant 
shoppers was already forming when the 
set-up crew arrived at 6:00AM. Sales of 
coffee and muffins donated by Starbucks 
and Souplantation were brisk! By the end 
of an exhausting but exhilarating day, we 
had taken in a profit of $9000! Once ex-
penses, and a matching grant from 

Thrivent, were figured in, our net was 
close to the $10,000 mark. 
 
Many, many thanks to the more than 60 
volunteers, and to the untold numbers of 
you who were so generous with your 
donations. You are the ones who made 
this possible. How grateful we all are that 
your efforts will help TACO to continue 
to thrive, and to serve those in need in 
downtown San Diego! 
 
Susan Mayes, Dagmar Miller, and Martha 
Radatz 
 
P.S. Once we’ve all recuperated, let’s start 
thinking about “next year”, and begin set-
ting aside those homeless treasures… 

Empty Bowls: Calvary Solana 
Beach 

 
We are ever so grateful to the folks at Cal-
vary Solana Beach for taking on the task of 
holding an additonal Empty Bowls event this 
October 13th.  It was a lovely day there on 
the patio in front of the church tables full of 
bowls made by potters led by  Lynn Render 
were OOh'd and AAh'd over and selected 
with care and after folks paid.  They were 
invited into the hall where they had choices 
of 6 to 8 different soups from a host of 
wonderful restaurants in the Del Mar 
area.  While we ate, we were serenaded by 
wonderful music performed on the 
steps.  After the event many stayed to at-
tend a concert in the church itself. 
 
Thanks to Jan Bluemer and her group at 
Calvary, they raised $5,000 for our meal 
program!!!  

model means that the individual receives a 
Section 8 voucher for an apartment of 
their own where they pay 30% of their 
income.  As well, people in this program 
are given intensive support from case 
managers which allows them to handle 
bumps in the road. These folks have been 
identified as being “the most vulnerable 
homeless persons downtown” meaning 
that their physical health and mental 
health conditions could certainly result in 
their death on the street. 
 
In the past three weeks, TACO has been 
the place where the staff of the new per-
manent year-round transitional shelter at 
6th and A Street has been meeting new 
clients. They are going to help 89 home-
less individuals to obtain their own 30% of 
income rent in apartments at Connections 
Housing.  Additionally, they will have 165 
beds in the transitional shelter. For this 
first time ever the city of San Diego will 
fund shelter for homeless persons all year 
long. 

This is the organization that is running the 
new shelter/low income supportive apart-
ments/healthcare program. This too offers 
exciting changes to serving those on the 
streets. When this program opens in Janu-
ary, I think we will see a change in focus in 
our services and hopefully a diminishing in 
the numbers we serve as they go indoors. 
 
In the coming month we will see the 
opening of two Winter Shelter tents.  
One at 16th street and Newton for single 
men and women and one in the Midway 
District for male veterans. Between them 
this will mean shelter for 375 homeless 
men and women! Both of these shelters 
will be full every day that they are open. 
 
As all of this happens we can know that 
many folks will be warm inside and served 
with dignity. And while this is not more 
than 25% of those on the streets down-
town, it is a tremendous gift. 
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Gimme Shelter 
TACO is so grateful to volunteer Rachel 
Taylor for her work organizing “Gimme 
Shelter,” a wonderful art and music festival 
held at the Queen Bee’s in North Park.  
Rachel also debuted her documentary, 
“Thinking Outside the Cardboard Box” in 
which she interviewed people, capturing 
their opinion on those who are homeless 
before doing a service project and their 
opinions afterwards.  
The festival and the film strove to break 
stereotypes and raise awareness of people 
who are homeless on the streets of San 
Diego. Cost of admission: a coat, a 
sweater, a pair of pants, or any other type 
of donation which was given to TACO. 
We are still receiving bags of clothes from 
this event as our space is too small to 
accommodate all the donations that were 
given at one time. What a blessing! With 
this event, Rachel fulfilled her Girl Scout 
Gold Award, the highest achievement in 
Girl Scouting. 

A Different Hope by Nance Lovell 

Do you ever wonder if perhaps people 
who are homeless simply don’t want to be 
housed at all? Some stats would have you 
believe that there are enough shelter beds 
for anyone who desires to go indoors. Yet 
on any given night, there are still thou-
sands of people who are enduring the 
elements along with their medical, mental 
and emotional ailments. 
 
This past couple of weeks, we have seen a 
flurry of housing options open up. Staff 
members from PATH (People Assisting 
the Homeless) have been present at the 
meals TACO provides and have been 
interviewing/assessing our patio guests for 
housing options. 
 
I was able to accompany one of our Going 
Home client’s to two separate appoint-
ments for different housing options.  
While the appointments themselves were 
standard as they come. I was struck by the 
“green room” tensions, energies, and 
conversations. By “green room,” I’m re-
ferring to the waiting place before these 
appointments. Having a 10am appointment 
and arriving 15 minutes early, only to have 
to wait until 10:45 before being seen can 
throw anyone off. As I sat for the 1 hour 
with a dozen other people in a small 
downtown hotel lobby, it was eye open-
ing. 

Like all of us, a 10am appointment carries 
with it the expectation of being seen at 
10am. When the ten o’clock hour came 
and passed, people began to chat with one 
another. The room held a variety:  a senior 
disabled woman, another disabled woman 
in a power wheelchair, 3 other women in 
their 40-50’s, a man with his dog, and half a 
dozen men with their lives on their backs. 
 
Certainly, anxiety was high and displayed in 
many varying ways. There was pacing, 
counting of coins, many grunts and sighs.  
What I was most struck by was the range 
of beliefs shared aloud. The common 
thought was that this was only going to be 
for a cot in a room of people, confusion as 
to why they had to have a second appoint-
ment, anger at having to wait beyond their 
appointment time, and discomfort at the 
small room with many people. There was 
one man who voiced his belief that if ap-
proved, each person would have his or her 
own room. This thought was quickly dis-
pelled as murmurs were that because of 
their individual situation, they would proba-
bly only be given a cot. 
 
My heart was heavy, but I knew it was not 
my place to speak aloud. In each initial in-
terview, it was explained that there would 
be individual rooms available within the 
building that would also house numerous 

service agencies. 
 
Yet, it was clear that no one wanted to 
get his or her hopes up. They even 
voiced words of not wanting to believe 
anything until they were in a place.  Many 
did not want to believe anything would 
come of this meeting…but they all 
stayed and waited their turn to see 
someone. 
 
The gentleman I accompanied maneu-
vered quickly through the verbal ques-
tionnaire and then we were off to a sec-
ond appointment at another location.  
After a few hours of questions and pa-
perwork, he was offered a voucher for 
housing (to be secured over the next 60 
days). However, he was set to go in-
doors that night, last night.  Yes, he slept 
indoors last night, through a temporary 
provisional SRO. Through much disbelief, 
many years of rejection and lost hope, he 
was suddenly put on an ultra high speed 
track to shelter. 
 
Today when we met, his words of being 
indoors…”it’s overwhelming.” 

We are certainly blessed by an abundance 
of volunteers from all over the county. 
We have regular groups from north 
county and east county. We have groups 
of girl scouts and home-schoolers. We 
have regulars who come from Carmel 
Mountain, Santee, La Mesa, and even from 
just a few blocks away. TACO could not 
serve meals without the dedication of so 
many volunteers. We are blessed. 
 
Monetary donations for Christmas in July 
are coming in and our goal is to purchase 
250 duffle bags to give out to our meal 
guests.  We will need to wrap them! So 
please mark your calendar for December 
15!  At 10:00 a.m. we will start the proc-
ess of wrapping these gifts here at First 
Lutheran/TACO (1420 Third Avenue, 
92101).  Then around noon (or whenever 
we are done wrapping) we will have a 

Volunteer Appreciation Party!  If you have 
ever volunteered (yes, wrapping Christ-
mas presents counts!) then bring a dish to 
share and be appreciated!  Please RSVP to 
Rachel at Rachel.taco@firstlutheransd.org 
or 619-235-9445, x 2. 

Volunteer Update by Rachel Line 



“...gathering as a community in service with  

the most vulnerable among us...’’ 

The TACO Times 

Vol. 9        No. 4 
 
First Lutheran Church 
Third Ave. Charitable Org. Inc. 
1420 Third Ave. 
San Diego, Ca. 92101-3193 
 
Return Service Requested 

  
Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
San Diego, CA 

Permit No. 194 

Board of Directors (2012) 
The Rev. Bill Radatz, Presi-
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Frank DeLouise, Vice 
President, First Lutheran 
Church 
Tom Templeton, Treas-
urer, Gethsemene Lutheran 
Church 
Joey Ager, Secretary, Com-
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theran Church 
Ladonna Piper, Church 
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theran Church 
Wilbert Miller, Pastor, First 
Lutheran Church 
Randy Engel, St. Luke’s Lu-
theran Church 
John Pew, First Lutheran 
Church 
Jennifer Siverts-McGrady, 
First Lutheran Church 
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This Month in the 
TACO Times:  
 

• $24,000 raised from 
Bread Upon the 
Waters (page one) 

• New year-round 
supportive housing 
coming in January 
(page one) 

• A Different Hope 
(page three) 

• Volunteer Update 
(page three) 

• The Sugar Hill Sis-
ters (insert) 

www.tacosd.org 

Contact us  
 
Jim Lovell, MSW 
Executive Director 
(619) 235-9445 ext. 1 
jim.chacha@firstlutheransd.org 
 
Rachel Line 
Volunteer Coordinator 
(619) 235-9445 ext. 2 
rachel.taco@firstlutheransd.org 
 
Nance Lovell, MSW 
Going Home Social Worker 
(619) 235-9445 x110 
nance.taco@firstlutheransd.org 

 

Items most needed by TACO 

• Men’s socks (white, crew) 

• Disposable razors 

• Toothbrushes 

• Toothpaste 

• Small size deodorant 

• Travel size sunscreen/shampoo/conditioner 

• Jackets 

• Blankets 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Wrapping Party! 
Saturday, December 15: 10:00 a.m. 
Bring some wrapping paper if you can! 
Help wrap 250 duffle bags to be given out to 

TACO’s meal guests. 
 
Volunteer Appreciation Party! 
Saturday, December 15: noon or when the wrap-

ping is done! 
Bring a dish to share if you can! 
RSVP to Rachel at Rachel.taco@firstlutheransd.org 

or 619-235-9445, x 2. 


