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Empty Bowls is Coming Saturday, May 12 

Saturday, May 12 
11am to 1pm 
 
La Jolla United Methodist 
Church 
6063 La Jolla Blvd. 
La Jolla, CA 92037 
 
Every year for the past five years, 
local potters and restaurants have 
partnered with TACO to hold 
our annual Empty Bowls fund-
raiser.  
 
First, guests CHOOSE a bowl, 
browsing through a selection of 
hundreds of handcrafted, beauti-
ful, imaginative and colorful bowls 
made by local potters generous 
enough to donate their time, 
skills, creativity and love to 
TACO. 
 
Then, they FILL their bowl with 
delicious hot soup and bread 

www.tacosd.org 

Arms Outstretched 2011
Arms Outstretched members are 
those who generously give their 
support to TACO by donating $365 
or more over the course of a year. 
 
Alan and Joyce Comstock 
Anonymous (3) 
Betty and Joseph Corsi 
Brenda Johnson 
Carol Harris 
Charles Leib and Frank DeLouise 
Charlotte Pettus 
Charlotte Collins 
Christine McKown 
David and Lois Case 
Diana Randall 
Dianna Little 
Donald Line 
Donald Snowden 
Frank Jessie 
George Nakashima 
Harmony and Health Foundation 
James and Ruth Gibbons 
Jeannie Oestreicher 
Jack and Donna Adler 
John and Katherine Adler 
John and Marjorie Wahlsten 
John and Mickey Lester 
John and Suzanne Pew 
John Wilbur 
Kathleen and Dan Sorahan 
Kathleen Harrington 
Kevin Gannon 
Ladonna Piper 
Laverne Neuman 
Leslie Atkins 
Linda Bright and Kristin Wester-
man 
Lori Cook 
Marjorie and Dan Wilkens 
Mark and Laure Reynolds 
Matthew Boomhower 
Pastor Andrew Taylor 
Pastor Bill and Martha Radatz 
Pastor Brian Hooper 
Pastor Harvey and Ruthann Pe-
ters 
Pastor Laurie Line 
Pastor Noel and Gretchen Ester-
gren 
Pastor Ted and Marietta Johns 
Paul Engel 
Rachel Line 
Richard Hostin 
Richard Phillips 
Robert and Donamay King 
Robert and Gretchen Ravenscroft 
Robert Anderson 
Steven and Carol Hassett 
Steven Moreen 
Sue and Merv Rettenmund 
Victoria Wilson 
William and Barbara Henderson 

donated by local restaurants. 
When their meal is done, you 
keep your bowl as a reminder of 
the people whose bowls are 
empty every night. 
 
Finally, you can GIVE (suggested 
donation is $20). All donations go 
to TACO’s mission to fight hun-
ger among the homeless and 
working poor of downtown San 
Diego. For $5, you can still get a 
paper bowl and as much soup as 
you want. 
 
These events together have 
raised over $50,000 for TACO—
and this year, every donation will 
be matched, dollar for dollar, by 
the Parker Foundation.  
The money raised from Empty 
Bowls will be used to provide 
food for the twice weekly 
meals. The Parker match will be 
used for ongoing care of the 

medically fragile who come to 
TACO throughout the week and 
whom TACO works with to get 
care and vital life-saving medicines 
even though they have no insur-
ance or way to see a doctor.     

For more info, and pictures, 

see page two 

What an amazing beginning we 
have as Spring and Easter unfold 
before us. As we look for the sun 
and new growth around us, we 
seek the bright colors and to 
leave the grey and wet behind.  
On the streets of downtown San 
Diego, the sidewalks are still yet 
damp and wet throughout the 
day, those who have no options 
but to sleep there are damp too. 
As we come into the light of 
April, pray that our sidewalks dry 
and that those who are most 
vulnerable around us find better 
health moving forward. 
 
At TACO, we too find ourselves 
pointed towards the spring and 
towards bright colors. Many of 

you also who have volunteered 
and donated to us throughout 
many years tell me that you find 
this time of year calling you to 
preparing for Empty Bowls and 
the colors and shapes of the fan-
tastic artistry that it brings. We 
are again fortunate recipients of 
the San Diego Potter’s Guild 
bowl creation project. These 
amazing artists throughout San 
Diego County will come again 
with hundreds of beautiful bowls 
to the United Methodist Church 
in La Jolla. Add to that the artisan 
crafted soup from more than 25 
restaurants, live entertainment, a 
silent auction, and great company 
and you have great beauty. You 
will find the specifics throughout 

this TACO Times. 
 
But wait there is more! This year 
we are proud to encourage your 
involvement with Empty Bowls to 
a new height. We are recipients 
of a Parker Foundation matching 
grant.  For every dollar spent at 
Empty Bowls, the folks at Parker 
Foundation will give us a dollar as 
well up to $20,000!!! While the 
dollars raised at Empty Bowls will 
go to provide food for our guests 
throughout the year, the Parker 
Foundation dollars will provide 
expanded services to those who 
are medically fragile on the 
streets of San Diego. 

Director’s Report by Jim Lovell 

Continued on page two 
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Empty Bowls is Coming Saturday, May 12 continued from page one 

As the Going Home Program has been 
serving the needs of those who are on the 
street and terminally ill, we have come to 
notice another group of people in need. 
There are many on the street who are at 
great medical risk though not yet at the 
end of life. These folks do not seem to be 
able to get medical treatment through 
existing pathways. As we worked with 
some who were dying, others who were 
in great medical trouble came to us asking 
if we might help them also.  The funds 
raised through the Parker Foundation 

Match will allow us to expand staff time, 
provide for the basic necessities of clients, 
assist those ill to come indoors, and advo-
cate with clinics and governmental agen-
cies to help meet the needs of these folks. 
Additionally, our Simon’s Walk volunteers 
will walk along with these individuals also. 
 
Many of you participated in our Thrivent 
match at the end of 2011, where your 
donations totaling $10,000 were matched 
by Thrivent. Thank you for your generos-
ity in this. It is amazing, isn’t it, when your 

dollars are doubled seemingly out of thin 
air, in a great miracle of giving. 
Thank you also this past month to First 
Lutheran member Chuck Leib and to his 
employer, Navy Federal Credit Union for 
an award in the amount of $1,000! Chuck 
discovered that his employer offered this 
award to as many as 40 nonprofits if they 
were sponsored by an employee. Great 
news, Chuck.  Please be aware if your 
employer may do the same and consider 
us. 

Director’s Report by Jim Lovell (continued from page one) 

Restaurants 
Albertson’s 
Beaumont’s 
Bernini’s Bistro 
Brigantine Seafood 
Dinner A-Go-Go 
El Indio Mexican Restaurant & Bakery 
George’s at the Cove 
Hard Rock Café 
Maria’s Catering 
Miguel’s Cucina Meximan Food 
Pacifica Del Mar 
Point Loma Seafoods 
Sammy’s Woodfired Pizza 
San Diego Yacht Club 
Souplantation 
The Cottage 
The Fishery 
The French Gourmet 
Three Squares 
Von’s 
Waters Catering 
Whisknladle 
Whole Foods Market 
 
 

Bakeries 
Bread & Cie 
Champagne French Bakery 
Charlie’s Best Bread 
Einstein’s 
Girard Gourmet 
Julian Bakery 
Village Mill Bread Company 
Potters 
Bishop’s School 
CASD Members 
Clay Associates 
El Cajon Valley High School 
Francis Parker High School 
Get Centered 
Plum Pottery 
SDSU 
SDPG 
UC Craft Center 
Sponsors 
Aardvark Clay & Supplies 
St. Peter’s by the Sea 
La Jolla United Methodist Church 
Music 
Gone Tomorrow Bluegrass Band 

Thanks to our Sponsors and Contributors!  
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Volunteer Update by Rachel Line 

It’s been an exciting few months at 
TACO!  In addition to our regularly 
scheduled volunteer groups from Lu-
theran churches in the area, we’ve also 
been blessed with help from a Boy Scout 
troop, Community Covenant Church in El 
Cajon, and the youth group from the 
Chinmaya Mission. 
 
Community Covenant Church in El Cajon 
asked if there were any specific needs they 
could help with.  I told them that people 
are always in need of underwear.  They 
took this idea and had a lot of fun!  During 
the month of February, they collected 
close to 200 pairs of underwear for 
TACO.  On the Sunday they started the 
collection, they called it “Undie Sundie.” 
Thank you people of CCC! 
 
When the youth group from the Chin-
maya Mission served, their youth leader, 
Akil, led the volunteer group in a tradi-

tional Hindu prayer from the Bhagavad 
Gita: 
 

brahmaarpanam brahma havir 
brahmaagnau brahmanaa hugam 

brahmaiva tena gantavyam 
brahmakarma samaadhinaa 

 
The English translation is: The means of 
offering is God, the oblation is God, offered by 
God into the fire, which is God. God indeed is 
to be reached by him who sees everything as 
God. 
 
This prayer is often said before meals.  
What a great time to remember that all we 
have and all we give comes from God: our 
selves, our time, and our possession.  All 
are gifts of God and ours to give back in 
service.  TACO is so blessed by the num-
ber of volunteers who give of themselves 
to God’s people here at Third and Ash. 
 

Easter and Going Home by Nance Lovell 

As Easter arises out of the ash and Spring 
blooms unfold, it is an easy metaphor for 
the seasons Going Home has endured.  
We are now finishing our 6th year of ser-
vice for those who are terminally ill and 
living on the street. This past year has 
been one of loss; we have had 3 of our 
volunteers leave (one due to a move out 
of state, one due to serious illness and 
subsequent death, and one due to per-
sonal family matters). Much gratitude to 
LaVerne Neuman who is our steadfast 
volunteer – LaVerne has been with 
Simon’s Walk for four years and has also 
walked alongside four terminally ill clients.  
She has stayed the course and trusted the 
process of attrition and renewal. 
 
Going Home staff honored the natural 
processes and reassessed the needs of our 
clientele. Listening to God’s gentle guid-
ance and the emerging obvious needs of 
the vulnerable in our community it has 
become clear. TACO is expanding the 
Going Home services to include the needs 
of people who are without a home and 
who are medically fragile. The term 
“medically fragile” encompasses people 
who have serious acute and/or chronic 
medical conditions that jeopardize their 
situation exponentially.  It is our hope that 
with individualized care and more inten-

sive services, their situations may be allevi-
ated and they may achieve a greater sense 
of well-being. This prompted our need to 
train new volunteers.  In March, our volun-
teers completed their training and are 
ready to begin their service. We welcome 
Barbara D’Aversa, Christine Habib, Debby 
Hays and Paulette Jansen!  Simultaneously, 
TACO has been awarded a Parker Founda-
tion grant specifically for addressing the 
needs of the medically fragile. There are no 
coincidences! 
 
You may be familiar with my frequent com-
ments of how much our clients teach me, 
of how much wisdom and grace I witness, 
of the incomparable compassion our home-
less friends openly give. This past month I 
have also experienced the unpredictable 
sense of personal loss when a client dies.  
My first evening working at TACO was in 
December of 2004 and I met a man who 
was later to become the partner of our 
first Simon’s Walk client. Following her 
death in 2008, he also became a Simon’s 
Walk client and endeared himself to me 
with his great wit and ingenuity.  Poignantly, 
he died this past St. Patrick’s Day, being of 
Irish Catholic descent. His sister and 
mother flew out to be at his bedside as he 
died and they graciously invited me to sit 
vigil with them. I am honored. 

Michelle Matson 
 
We remember Michelle Matson, a First 
Lutheran member and Simon’s Walk 
volunteer.  Michelle desired to serve 
terminally ill people who were homeless 
despite the fact that she herself was bat-
tling with lung cancer.  She became a 
valuable, caring member of our end-of-life 
team and shared with us her personal 
experiences and expertise.  In February, 
being an avid birder, Michelle was able to 
travel to Trinidad to visit a bird center.  
Serendipitously, it was there that she 
died.  We will miss Michelle and give our 
sincere sympathies to her husband Mark 
and family. 

TACO also the recipient of ten free tickets 
to the play “How I Got That Story” thanks 
to Susan Baer.  Susan is a former TACO 
board member and a current member of 
the Mo`olelo Theatre board.   Susan spon-
sored ten tickets to give to a non-profit 
organization of her choosing.  TACO sent 
10 volunteers to see this play and the re-
sponse was great!  All of them were very 
thankful for the opportunity.  Thank you, 
Susan, for allowing this to happen! 
 
On Monday, March 26, TACO reached a 
record, serving 325 meals to 250 people. 
This is a record going back at least 4 years.  
We are truly indebted to those volunteers 
who make this happen, whether they come 
every Monday, every Friday, once a month, 
or once a year.  Thank you for giving of 
your time to help serve 4,271 meals to 
2,765 people during January and February 
of 2012. 
 



“...gathering as a community in service with  

the most vulnerable among us...’’ 
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Board of Directors (2012) 
The Rev. Bill Radatz, Presi-
dent, First Lutheran Church 
Frank DeLouise, Vice 
President, First Lutheran 
Church 
Tom Templeton, Treas-
urer, Gethsemene Lutheran 
Church 
Joey Ager, Secretary, Com-
munity 
Peg Ross, Calvary Lutheran 
Church Solana Beach 
Melinda Person, First Lu-
theran Church 
Ladonna Piper, Church 
Council Liaison, First Lu-
theran Church 
Wilbert Miller, Pastor, First 
Lutheran Church 
Randy Engel, St. Luke’s Lu-
theran Church 
John Pew, First Lutheran 
Church 
Jennifer Siverts-McGrady, 
First Lutheran Church 

The TACO  Times 
First Lutheran Church 
1420 Third Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92101-3193 

This Month in the 
TACO Times:  
 

• Empty Bowls is 
coming (page one) 

• Director’s Report 
(page one) 

• Easter for Going 
Home (page three) 

• Volunteer Update 
(page three) 

www.tacosd.org 

 

TACO Rummage Sale 
Needs Donations! 
 
Please post the enclosed 
flyer in your church, 
office, or place of resi-
dence. Feel free to copy 
and distribute, or we 
can deliver copies to 
you. Call Dagmar Miller: 
(619) 403-6117. Thank 
you for your help in get-
ting the word out! 


